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Wright County Board of Supervisors To Hold Public Hearing on EMS
The Wright County Board of Supervisors have set May 14th at 10am as a Public Hearing
regarding emergency medical services (EMS) in Wright County. In August 2017, the Board
declared EMS an essential service in Wright County and appointed an EMS System Advisory
Council.
During the Supervisor’s meeting on Monday, Emergency Management Coordinator Jim Lester,
chairperson of the advisory group requested the Board set a Public Hearing to hear information
from both the EMS System Advisory Council and the public regarding EMS in Wright County.
“Law enforcement and fire service are essential services in Iowa. EMS is not,” Lester told the
Board. “Wright County has taken the initiative to make EMS essential in our county to ensure
there is an ambulance to respond to emergencies. The Advisory Council is putting final touches
on a proposed plan that we feel will improve the system overall as well as help alleviate some of
the financial losses the services have been experiencing over the past several years. The bottom
line – it will be up to the voters of Wright County as to whether or not they wish to support
improving the EMS System.”
“The Advisory Council has made some good progress and based on early discussions, it appears
that the ambulance services based in Wright County are supportive of the plan,” said Board
chairman Karl Helgevold who represents the Supervisors on the Advisory Council.
Lester asked the Board to set Monday, May 14th as the date for the Public Hearing so that he and
the Advisory Council could present their proposal to the Board and also allow residents of the
county an opportunity to express their feelings on the status of EMS in Wright County.
The Advisory Council will be asking the Supervisors to set a date for a special election, asking
voters to approve a special EMS property tax levy to assist in funding the EMS System.
The Advisory Council will present final numbers and information during the Public Hearing on
May 14.
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